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      City of Minnetonka Beach 

Park Commission Meeting Minutes 

January 6, 2015 

 

Members Present:  Chairperson: Jody Sperduto; Vice Chair: Signe Koehler; Commissioners: Patty 

Rezabek, Dan Forbes, Tom Seuntjens, and Gerry Boschwitz 

Absent: None 

Staff Present: City Clerk Heidi Honey 

Council Liaison: Council Member Jill Bartel   

 

AGENDA ITEM DISCUSSION 
ACTION PLAN/ 

PARTY RESPONSIBLE 

Call to Order 7:00p.m. 
Chair Sperduto called the meeting to 

order at 7:00 p.m. 

Approve Agenda 

 

 

The agenda had the addition of swearing in Tom 

Seuntjens.  

 

A motion was made by 

Commissioner Koehler and 

seconded by Commissioner 

Seuntjens to approve the amended 

agenda.  Motion carried. 

Approve Meeting 

Minutes 

October 1, 2014 

 

 

They will table the approval of the October 1, 2014 

meeting minutes until next meeting because the 

minutes were not complete. 

 

 

A motion was made by 

Commissioner Rezabek and 

seconded by Commissioner 

Koehler to table the October 1, 

2014 meeting minutes until the 

next meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

New Commissioners 

Oath 

New Commissioner Tom Seuntjens was given the oath 

of office.   

 

City Clerk Heidi Honey 

 

Old Business   

a. 2014 Year End 

Budget Review 

2014 Budget was spent in full and everything was 

completed within budget. 
 

b. EAB 2014 Review 

and 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All trees marked to be treated have been treated for 

$7,000. All ash trees that were tagged to be taken down 

were taken down. The entire EAB project came in 

$3000 under CIP budget. Projected future costs for 

EAB management will be $8,000 every other year 

going forward with the hopes that treatment may only 

be required every 3
rd

 or 4
th

 year eventually. 

Commissioner Seuntjens asked if trees are treated in the 

woods.  EAB is most likely to attack perimeter trees in 

sun. Not cost effective to attempt interior treatment. 

Commissioner Boschwitz asked about the number of 

stumps remaining. Stump removal and tree replacement 

will happen in the spring, 2015. 

 

Chair Sperduto will walk MB 

with Erik Paulson to determine 

areas for tree replacement and 

stump removal.   
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PARKS  
 

a. Buckthorn & 

Garlic Mustard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Rezabek stated buckthorn is on the east 

side of Ray Peters Park adjacent to the Soukup 

property. Soukups agree with buckthorn removal along 

the fence. All of Ray Peters will not need treatment.  

Commissioner Rezabek suggested John Condon come 

out and assess Arcola treatment results from the fall 

application and also determine treatment for Soukup 

fence line area. Liason Bartel asked for buckthorn 

removal budget clarification. Chair Sperduto confirmed 

that $850 is budgeted. Commissioner Seuntjens asked 

about the method for large and small buckthorn 

treatment. Further treatment will be assessed in spring. 

Commissioner Seuntjens requested “Arcola Woods” in 

name be added to the master list of parks noted on the 

“Quarterly Meeting Schedule & Work Plan”.   

Commissioner Rezabek will 

coordinate with John to walk 

Arcola area to determine result of 

treatment prior to the April 

meeting weather permitting. John 

will also determine if treatment is 

needed along the Soukup fence 

line in the spring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b.  Forester plan 

for 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Sperduto found that some nurseries will discount 

tree pricing if they are pre-ordered in February. Vice 

Chair Koehler stated Hartman Nursery in Victoria will 

come out to recommend trees and planting locations. 

Chair Sperduto noted that this is redundant as Erik 

Paulson can address this issue as ash trees are treated. 

In 2014, he also identified other tree take downs and 

possible replacements.  

 

Commissioner Rezabek asked how to maintain these 

new trees on the 10 foot city easement areas. Do we ask 

Public Works Director Young to water or do we require 

residents to be responsible for caring for the tree?  

Chair Sperduto said it should be evaluated on a case by 

case basis as there are likely only about 6 trees to 

replace. Two trees are near Vice Chair Koehler’s 

property and will be cared for by her. Commissioner 

Seuntjens said Public Works Director may have to be 

responsible for watering if a resident will not do it or if 

it is located on City Hall property and he should be 

alerted to that responsibility. 

  

 

 

 

 

Vice Chair Koehler will check 

into discounts for pre orders from 

Hartman, Otten Brothers, and 

Baileys. 

 

Chair Sperduto and Vice Chair 

Koehler will make specific tree 

replacement decisions prior to the 

April meeting to take advantage 

of possible February discounts. 
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c. MB Signage & 

Landscaping 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Sperduto showed a proposed landscape design 

plan that includes pruning existing evergreens and 

adding perennials to reduce costs each year. Designer 

Chris Perl included the following components for easy 

maintenance, color and year round texture, and reduced 

costs annually: compact, upright evergreens, perennials 

for low maintenance, the quantity of plantings is full 

and not cluttered, 3 inches of mulch under existing 

trees. He left a 50 sq. ft. space for annuals in front of 

sign. He recommended purchasing larger size plants for 

better start. This plan is more diverse than in the past 

with brighter colors together and feathering color to 

edges. He extended it to match the contour of the area. 

Chair Sperduto said the plan includes about $400 for 

perennials and approximately $100 per year for 

annuals.  

 

Commissioner Seuntjens said arborvitae can’t handle 

road spray but there are junipers that may work. 

Commissioner Rezabek mentioned raising the area in 

front of the sign with black dirt. That area has settled 

due to flooding this year. The entire area may have to 

be taken out and replanted if black dirt is added. Some 

of the flooding may have been due to sump pump 

draining there and that issue is solved so flooding may 

no longer be an issue. 

 

Sign repainting – Chair Sperduto talked with Gary 

Johnson about painting the sign. Fish and Labeau will 

be contacted to get bid. Commissioner Forbes said it 

may need to be replaced in a few years because it is 

deteriorating.  There was discussion that the sign may 

be crooked.  

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Sperduto will call to get 

pricing from Sunshine Gardens 

for landscape work.  

 

Commissioner Boschwitz will get 

contact information for Greg 

Christensen to Vice Chair 

Koehler. Vice Chair Koehler will 

also get information from Garden 

Gate for landscape pricing. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Sperduto will ask Chris if 

road spray will be an issue for 

proposed new arborvitae and will 

speak with Ben regarding 

drainage issue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair Sperduto will get estimate 

from Gary Johnson and Fish and 

Labeau to paint the sign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

d. Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Rezabek has not yet asked Civic 

Committee to take over the summer reading program. It 

would be good if they could do Monday Funday or a 

few things per year at the library to remind people it is 

there. Maintenance of the library is a Park Commission 

responsibility and usage is more of a Civic role. 

There are a lot of kids connected with Civic and they 

can get involved in maintaining it.  

 

 

Chair Sperduto will ask Amy 

Johnson for list of the seasonal 

responsibilities and hours needed 

to maintain the library and 

forward the information to 

Commissioner Rezabek to use 

when she presents to Civic 

Committee.   
 

Commissioner Rezabek will ask 
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Civic Committee to take on the 

library program, including all 

library responsibility.  
 

Commissioner Forbes will ask 

Public Works Director Young to 

look at library building to see if it 

needs structural maintenance. 

BEACH  
 

a.   Summer Help 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Forbes stated that Abby Parris is 

interested in working again this summer with her 

friend, Lauren Christensen. Commissioner Forbes 

recommends hiring both of them for the 2015 summer 

season. Kelly Jackson will take more responsibility in 

weeding and landscape maintenance instead of beach 

cleanup. There was discussion about the budget for 

these employees.  

Commissioner Rezabek asked about plantings for 

spring around City Hall. Chair Sperduto recommended 

putting that on the April Agenda. 

Chair Sperduto to put spring 

planting needs on the April Park 

Commission meeting agenda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b.  Weed Removal 

 

There will be two weed removal treatments for 2015. 
 

New Business  
 

a.  Park 

Enhancement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Rezabek suggested not calling this the 

park enhancement section because there already is a 

Park Enhancement Plan and she wants to avoid 

confusion. 

 

When Park Commission put in the ADA swing at Half 

Moon Park, it was not in compliance with ADA 

requirements. At that time, Emily Forbes presented a 

short range plan to City Council. City Council 

approved an extension at Half Moon Park and a spongy 

turf path so it is in compliance. Funds for the extension 

and path will come from a grant and the City. 

Commissioner Rezabek said they were going to write 

the grant but then thought they could tie it in with a 

possible revision of the City Hall sidewalk.  It was 

determined these should be two different items. For the 

short term, the grant needs to be written to finish the 

Half Moon Park plan as approved by Council and voted 

on by Park Commission (see minutes of last meeting). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner Rezabek made a 

motion to write a grant for the 

sponge mat path and extension 

for ADA compliance at Half 

Moon Park. Commissioner 

Boschwitz seconded. None 

opposed. Commissioner Forbes 

abstained. Motion passed.  
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 Commissioner Forbes is ok with writing the grant and 

proceeding with the current plan since City money will 

pay half and grant will pay half, then it is not using 

Park budget. The motion does not include doing the 

work if the grant is denied. If the grant is denied, Park 

Commission can discuss a plan to move the ADA and 

baby swing to meet ADA requirements. 

 

In the long term, Park Commission can consider adding 

ADA items to the City Hall Park if accessibility to City 

Hall and the park is updated. The original proposal 

from Emily Forbes was reviewed. The Long Term Plan 

was to have the playground subcommittee put together 

a playground wish list and have an open forum where 

residents can weigh in on what they want to see in the 

parks.  

 

A Park System Plan was completed years ago. It needs 

to be examined by Park Commission so any proposed 

enhancements are part of the larger vision. It needs to 

reflect changes in the community and its residents. 

When Park Commission approaches City Council with 

various needs, they can then make sure they are in line 

with the long range plan. Updating the plan now will 

also prepare them for when the City Comprehensive 

Plan is updated in 2 years. 

During the April meeting, Park Commission will spend 

a substantial amount of time examining the overall park 

plan and make changes. There was discussion that 

many commissioners do not have all materials they feel 

are needed to understand the overall plan for Parks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk Honey to put together new 

Park Commission binders which 

will include copies of the 

Comprehensive Plan, Park 

Enhancement and Park System 

Plans.  

 

 

 

All Commissioners are to review 

the Park System Plan prior to the 

April meeting in preparation for 

discussion. 

 

 

b.  Grants for 2015 

 

Commissioner Rezabek is watching for grants but most 

are for a large city and we don’t fit into them. Hennepin 

County Sports Grants fit us.  
 

Adjournment  

Vice Chair Koehler made a 

motion to adjourn, Commissioner 

Forbes seconded. Chair Sperduto 

adjourned at 9:15pm 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

      ____________________________________________ 

      Heidi Honey, City Clerk 


